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Vital Records: Provisional Certificate of Death 
410 IAC 18-1-1 

 
Description of Rule: 
 
It is the express intent of this regulation to provide an orderly and systematic procedure for the official 
registration of deceased persons dying in this state when a certification of the cause of death cannot be 
obtained in time to prevent delay of funeral arrangements and disposition of the remains.  It is intended that 
use of provisional certificate of death shall be limited to those circumstances where cause of death cannot be 
obtained prior to scheduled disposition of the remains without undue hardship upon the family of the deceased 
or the funeral director in charge of interment. 
 
Readoption Analysis: 
 

1) Is there a continued need for this rule? 
 

The need for this rule continues due to the fact that this circumstance periodically exists. The 
privilege of having this option to utilize is in favor of and the best interest of business and the 
families of deceased persons whose cause of death cannot be readily identified. 

 
2) What is the nature of any complaints or comments received from the public, including small 

business, concerning the rule or the implementation of the rule by the agency? 
 

Since the effective date of the rule, there has been no complaints or comments received from the 
public or small business concerning this rule or the implementation of this rule by the ISDH.   

 
3) Examine the complexity of the rule, including difficulties encountered by the agency in 

administering the rule and small businesses in complying with the rule. 
 

No complaints or comments have been received from small business about this rule or the 
implementation of it and the ISDH is not aware of any difficulties in administration of or compliance 
with this rule.   

 



 
4) To what extent does the rule overlap, duplicate, or conflict with other federal, state, or local 

laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances? 
 

This rule does not overlap, duplicate, or conflict with any other federal, state, or local laws, rules, 
regulations, or ordinances. 

 
5) When was the last time the rule was reviewed under this section or otherwise evaluated by the 

agency, and the degree to which technology, economic conditions, or other factors have 
changed in the area affected by this rule since that time? 

 
The rule was last reviewed on July 11, 2001 and since that time no external factor has caused a 
change in the practice of exercising this privilege. 
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